
DISTRICT INVESTIGATION.
(Continued from Firtl Pace.)

Tide a for the District of Columbia,"
approved Februarys!, 1871, be entered Into ts

with tbe proper offleerl or saM BUlim,
created by laid acts as agents of the utUtod
States, to execute certain extensive '"JPaTfc
menu In laid District, which work be

ucauoo vi mo proper giuwttv. . - '
that aild contract prorlded for the payments for,,

thliworkto he made In lawful money Wtha
United Statu .Terr four week af the wotrpro.
Sresaea, which provision the vuam orajn H
igtnU of the tnlted States signally to

57? h i.ii.t further recreseuts that ho
rerformed hli entire work for laid District In ac

-i- tt. m ccntracu and ths srieclflcatloni
or the Beard of PnMleWorks, and In performing

' wtteh has expended ths ram of
S250 000, anu in reiuro ou msiTtu lor bhu kd
Dothtoff hot tertlfleatefor Indebtedness amonnt-In- a-

on their foe to the ram or 9111,000, and which
rour memtrlalUt recelvedunderprotsiUth
tArtfet Talee-e- f said certificates betas only from
sstoAOcente-o- the dollar. thereby realising. a
be hat, the meagre iota or.tM.OOO, the entire" sun
received fttin. workrn'CorgetSwn,"I: C.

Your memorialist, theretore, praa that the
natters and thlnRiTWrttlnlni to the work and
Improvements, doaa by yoar. jsemoriallst ror the
District of Colombia, under contract with the
Board of Fublio Work!, be Mfemd. toj. commit-
tee for Investlfratlon, with power to send for and
examine the papenvcontcacta and other evidence
Twrtalnlnt; to tald works and Improvements, and
said coamlttea be aathortied to report a bill ra-
the proper relief or rour memorialist; and he will

rerrray, to., ' Ktaw btaoao.
Indorsement.

obtt-thtb- d coaoftsss,' tirst axssiox. '
.Petition of Samuel Strong, praying the

of a committee to examine his claim
aralnstthe authorities oUbe District of Colum-
bia, Tor certain work performed by him, and to
HM,-- t w ii rnr his relie

1574, March S3, referred to the Joint Saleet Oom-- i
xnutee to inquire mv nio mmv4 uiukubivi
coiamoia.

Tbe Witness. That has not come tip jet. I
em ready for that when It comes up. I sup-
pose the committee will notify me.

Mr. Wilson. It Is now, Mr. 6trong,"because
that has been referred to us. A. Then I must
hare raj attorney here.

Q. That has been referred to this committee
for Its consideration. A. Then I hope the com-

mittee will allow me tho privilege of haying
my attorney here.

Q. I wish to ask yon now who drew np this
paper for yon! A. That was drawn up by a
man by tho name of Rhinehart.

q, llow long ago! A. It was drawn up Is

there no date to it there!
Mr. Wilson. There does not seem to be.
The Witness. I do not recollect; the files will

tell.
Q. How long since you had this drawn up!

A. It may be two or three weeks. I cannot tell
within a week.

Q. On the back of it It seems to hare been
referred to this committee on tbe 23d day of
March! A. Yes, air; it was handed in, I think,
on Monday.

O. How to7WnMfreB"or four days.
Q. Were the statements in this memorial

true at the time it was prepared! A. It was
cot up very hastily. There are some altera
tions to be made In that, but I thought it would
come out when the examination took place.

Q. Wherein is It untrue! A. In regard to
the amount of the securities the bonds what
was put up. I bclieTB it amounts to more than
that.

Q. How much mora than this will It amount
to! A. I am not prepared now to tell. I want
to be notified whenever that question comes
up, so that I can be prepared myself to answer
your questions.

Q. Then you sent In this memorial to Con-

gress stating these facts, over your own signa-

ture, without knowing them to be true! A. 0,
no.

Q. Are they true, or not true! A. They are
true; that I have a claim against the govern-
ment.
t. Is it tree that you have a claim to the ex-

tent you hare set forth in this memorial! A. I
will show all I bare.

Q. That Is not my question. I want to know
whether or not it is true that yon have a claim
against the Board or Public Works to the ex-

tent that you hare set forth in this memorial!
Witness. How much is the extent of It!
Mr, Wilton. You say that you have paid out

$250,020, and that you have received certifi-
cates amounting ou their face to 8111,000. A.
I will be prepared, it you will give me three or
four days, to answer all these questions. I am
not uqw prepared. I have no attorney here. I

apposed thii investigation
Q. Then you got up this memorial and sent

it to Coonrts, making these statements, with-
out knowing the amount of certificates that you
had! A. Exactly so. I supposed that would
all be brought out on examination.

Q. How much is the amount stated here,
$111,000, variant from tbe facts In the case!
A. I do not think It will vary much from that.

Q. Tms is just about right! A. I should not
be surprised if it comes out pretty near right.

Q. How much do you think it would vary
from this! A. I am not prepared to saj.

Q. Have ths Board of Public Works Issued
to you no more certificates than to the amount
stated in that memorial! A. I think It Is likely
that is correct; that Is as near as I can get at It.

Q. Since you put this memorial before Con-
gress have vou had any settlement with the
Board of Public Works! A. No. sir.

Q. Have you bad any adjustment of any
account whatever! A. No, sir.

(j. Have yon had any negotiation with the
Board of Public Works since you have been
subpoenaed as a witness In reference to this
matter! A. No, sir.

Q. None whatever! A. No, sir.
Q. Has there been any attempt! A. Not on

anything that is in that memorial.
tj. Have you had any settlement of any ac-

count with the Board of Public Works since
yon sent this memorial In! A. No, sir. I think
lrerSlEeboundsry.

Q. That has nothing to do with that affair at
alL What did you draw that In! A. In certifi-
cates.

Q. When did jou get that! A. In the neigh-
borhood of a week ago.

Q. Since vou were subpoenaed? A. No. sir:
ft was before I was subpoenaed: I am well aware
of that.

Q. Have jou had any negotiations with the
coaraoi ruulic works since you were sub
poenaed to appear ociore mis committee! A.
No, sir.

u. None whatever! A. No. sir.
Q. Have you had any meetings with them!

A. No, sir.
Q. Have there been any writings drawn up

wnn a view oi adjusting your matters with the
Board of Public Works! A. There might have
been ; I have a proposition to settle and leave
It to arbitration, but they have never done any.
mingaoout it.

Q. When was that! A. Twice. My lawyer
wrote to them twice on that point.

Q. When did you make them that proposf- -
tionl A. tie has kept a copy or the letters. 1
can get them and bring them here.

Q. Is it within a week! A. Not to my recol-
lection.

Q. Have you had any negotiations within a
weex witn tne isoard or moiie v orxsi A. i
nave signed no papers with them.

Q. Have you had negotiations within a week
with, them!

The Witness. What do you call negotia-
tions!

Mr. Wilson. A settlement. A. No. sir.
Q. na"i you had any interviews or corre

spondence of any kind with a view to a settle,
xnent! A. No, sir; I have hardly spoken to
them. I saw Jlr. NHuanl this morning and
spoke to him, ana spoKe to Air. iiagruder.
That Is about all I spoke to.

13. Nothinc more than that! A. No, sir.
By Mr. Merrick: Q. What value do you state

the certificates at in that memorial! A. I do
not know, sir.

By Mr. Wilson: Q. I want to ask you one
other question. Was that the market value or
the-re- value of these certificates at the time
you filed that memorial! A. I think that was

were fetching outside.
Q. Was that what they-wer- e generally re

garded as Demcr worth! a. les, sir.
iU. Merrick: U. Did you not g.ve vu.

Ham A. Cook a check that has not been pre
sented at the bank! A. I do net remember.

Q. Did you not give William A. Cook a
check for his own benefit and that of A. K
Browne! A. I cannot remember.

Q. Would you remember it if you had done I
sol A. 1 cannot say. l never knew that 1 had

Mr. Shepherd a check for the snm of fivegiven dollats until I looked over my books.
Q. I am not asking you about Mr. Shepherd!

A. I do not know.
Q.JJIdyou not give Mr. William A.Cook

money" for the purpose of having it paid to
some other person; and If so, to whom! A. I
do not remember.

Q. Did you not show Mr. Boyd, your
nephew, the stub of a check, showing that you
had given a check to WQllam A. Cook and A.
K. Browne for their Joint and several benefit?
A Wo 1r T Khnwed him a check that I had
given to Mr. Browne. It Is In the book here
now.

j. What Is the amount of that check tbe
date of it! A. I was mlstaketfln that. I said
$125: I tee It Is 1150. June 13. $150. 1673.

Q- - Who was Mr. A. K. Browne! A. Attor--

Q. Is he a member of the legislative depart
ment oi isje District or Columbia! A: tie is in
the upper-hoar- I loaned it to him and took
lis note, and have It now. It Is In the hands of
jar. (janm ror collection.

Q. Let me look at lt.lf yon please. A.Here Iit Is, producing It.
C. It reads: " Pay to A. K. Browne ; note."

When was. that note given I A. The same
day."

Q. When did yon make the entry of the word
"note"1nthis stub here! A. That I cannot
tell you.. I have-no- t his note here. IwUlsend
down and get It for you If you want It.

Q. That Is not tbe question. The question Is
when you made that entry. A. I have no re-
collection. a

Q Did you make ft at the same time you
made the entry on the stub of the check! A. I
do not remember. I Ihmk It likely I did.

Mr. Merrick. I will pass It to the committee
in order that they may compare the hand-
writing. Passed to the chalresn. A. Iwlll

swear It Is In my handwriting the whole of it.
Q. Did you not tell Columbus Alexander at

his house since this examination began that
you had given a check to Cook and Browne!
A. I might have told him that and I mlrhrnor.

Q. For $3,000! A. I might havo told him.
I went there msrelv to find ont (what ha ss

Ldolng., I wanted to seejf they had th same

jny wat sney naaiastyearv ifweiw u "
tho ipurpose out of him what. I
coul- d- 'II J
1 Qi For the purpose hlmrt A.
No, to; lor the purpose of seeing If they had
ine same gang oi men mj mw ; ..
winter, and-- saw you'there, too, referring to
Mr.Merrick. v -

Mr. Merrick. Yes, I was there, and haTB

been there very often, for that Is the office
where we ..

. Q. You say you might have ta'A him that
you gave this check for $3,000, and that if you
AA , If wit few th Tmnwn of dwIHnfr lilmf
A----I

dJd-no- t decern hinr. -- I wanted to find ouTT.rhad ciuiujv' In uij uuJlcU"
what he was doing;. X was .there twice.

Q. Did you-- not admit In the'prcsence of Mr.
Mackall also that you drewthat check! A. I
Know jur.jaacicaii very-wen-

, and it is altogether
very likely! dld.i

J.Wa that statement true or false! A.:I
,waa Jmcrely casting at the time to see what
they wanted. They, had been, at my place a
great oeti ax ouierent umes, ana i wantou to
give them their full.

. Are now! A. a am now
under oath.

Q Is there any difference between your state-
ments when made under .oath and when not
under oath! .A, I judge my oath la a good.as
yours anywhere, and I can prove it.

Mr. Merrick. We will not discuss that ques-

tion now.
A. I am ready to do it any time, here or any-

where else.
Q. Did or did not Mr. Cook render a decision In

your favor before he decided that Mr. C. .
Evans was entitled to receive $3.20 Per square
yard outside of his contract price of $3:90, and
did you Or not pay him for that decision! A.
Not one solitary cent did I ever pay him for
that.

Q. What matter was It that he decided in
your favor as attorney! A. I cannot tell
that he ever decided any thing In my lavor.

Q. How many conversations have you had
with Mr. Magruder touching this Investigation
since It began! A. I think it is the first time
I have spoken to him since this investigation
commenced I mean when he was here to- -

y. Did you nave.a conversation wua aim in
front of the National Hotel! A. Yes, sir; I did
meet him and walked to tho comer with him
and Into Mr. Dubant's. I never, however,
had any conversation on this business with him
there. Herohols;lethImspeakrorulmseir.

O. I am asklnc voir to speak for yourself.
You are a man whose path isjfl floahal. '

can spcikfacxl"do 'not propose to ask him
anything else now. I have laid the founda
tion.

The Chairman. Look at this check handing
check-boo- k to witness and sec if that memo-
randum about the note was made at the same
time that the other was made. A. It Is the
same handwriting, but I might have put it
down since that time.

Q. What do you think about It! A. I think
the Ink is paler than that; It appears so to me,

Q. Do you think it was made at the same
time! A. I do not think it was by the looks of
that, when I come to look at it thoroughly. If
the honorable chairman wants me to get the
note I will go and get It. I think I may be
mistaken in that. It is altogether likely. I
see there is a difference in the ink.

Q. Have you any recollection now of making
that memorandum afterward upon this check-
book! A. I might have made it a week after,
or I might have made It a month afterward. I
have no recollection of It.

Q. Might not you have made it within a very
short time within a very few days! A. No,
sir.

Q. You are very clear upon that point! A.
Yes, sir.

Q. You are clear It must have been made
within a week after the other! A. No, sir; It
might have been made a month. I have left
the note to be sued, and I might have made it a
month.

By Mr. Merrick: I ask that that note may be
produced, in order that we may compare the
date of the note.

Witness. I will produce It.
The Chairman. You may bring In the note if

you please.
By the Chairman: Q. nave you not made that

memorandum since we asked for those check-
books! A. No, sir; I have not.

By Mr. Jewett: Q. Areyouthe8trongwhohad
a couple of witnesses who testified here the
other day arrested for perjury! A. Yes, sir.

(j. llaa you any taiK with any or the officers
who served the subpoena upon you! A. On
what subject!

y. un the subject or the subrxenaf A. 1 do
not recollect. I know tbe officers very well
that served It. I went home after I got the
warrants out.

Q. Did you explain to any one the reason
you did not appear here promptly In answer to
the subp(na! A. I do not recollect that I ever
said anything. I know I have been sick, very
sick. I am not well now.

Q. Did you say to any one, to the officer, or
any ether one, that you had on hand important
settlements that you wanted to make before
you came here! A. No, sir; not to my knowl-
edge; not at all.

By Mr. Wilson: Q. Who sent you to Colum-
bus Alexander! A. I went there of my own
authority.

Q. Did anybody ask you to go! A. No,
sir.

Q. Did anybody suggest to you that you had
ueiier goi a. sir.p r.. iu onnon,"crcluslve- -

iy: a. i aia. i nave Deen connected with air.
Alexander before In different matters. I have
known Mr. Alexander for a great many years.
I am an old acquaintance of bis.

Q. Did you co and communicate to anybody.
your interviews witn sir. Alexander! A. 1
think I told Mr. C. L. Cunningham.

Q. Did vou communicate to anvbodv else!
A. I think I did to Mr. Rockyfellow.

Q. To anybody else! A. I do not remem-
ber.

Q. Do you say you cannot remember whether
you communicated that to anybody else! A. I
might have told Mr. Boyd and told fifty people
of it; I do not know.

Q. Did you tell Mr. Magruder! A. Not to
my recollection. He Is here, and he can an-
swer. I cannot remember.

Q. Do you remember that you did not tell
him! A. I do not remember that I did. He is
here.

Q. Do you remember that you did not! A. I
do not remember that I did.

Q. Do you remember that you did not! A. I
nave no recollection or doing it.

Q. Do you remember you did not tell Mr.
Magruder! A. I say I may have told him. If
he says so, it Is so. I have no recollection. My
memory is not as good as it was some years
ago.

Q. Did you tell Governor Bhepherdl A. No.
sir; not to my remembrance. I cannot say
whether I did or not; I may have told him or I
may not.

Q. What is your best impression as to
whether you told Governor Shepherd of your
interview witn Mr. Alexander! a. i might
have told him; I cannot say whether I did or
not.

Q. What Is your best Impression as to
wnetner you did or not! A. well, sir, he is
here, and If he says so

q. What is your best lmDresslon as to
whether you did or did not tell Governor Shep- -
neru! a. l minx it is mteiy that 1 might have
told blm.

By Mr. Jewett: q. That Is your best impres-
sion now! A. Yes, sir; but he never told me
to go there, or to have anything to do with
him.

By Mr. Mattlngly: Q. When was that Inter-
view with' Alexander! A. That I cannot tell
you. '

By Mr. Harrington: Q. You say you are In.
iiugauon witn tne ioaru oi ruoiic works! A.
Yes, air.

Q. What amount Is involved! A. My attor-
ney knows better than I do.

Q. What do you claim! A. I have offered to
leave it to arbitration two or three times. Gen-
eral Totten has written to the board about it;

do not know the amount.
Q. I am not asking you about that; I want

to know the amount jou claim in that suit;
something near $100,000, Isn't It! A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Bass: Q. How many years' have you
lived in Washington! A. Ever since I put the
foundations under the Capitol building, which
was In 1S51.

Q. What business have yon been in. since
this District government went into effect! A.
Builder.

Q. Building what! A. Building bridges and
houses.

q. You are now engaged In the .business!
What was your business when contracts were
awarded to you br the District government!
.A. Had some contracts under Mr. Bowen'a
administration. I hare had s contract fork
number of years for furnishing these cast-iro- n
letter-box- in different parts of the United
States in all cities that have 20,000 Inhabi-
tants. You will see my httv on the letter-
boxes.

Q. What was your business at the time von
obtained that contract from the District' gov-
ernment; were youat thattime.ln any active
business here! A. I do not .know that I was.

was getting np these letter-boxe- s all over.the
United States. .

Q. Did yoa own any property heref A. Yes.
" - -. .... . - .- - -- .. .q. To any substantial amount! l oo not

care about the details a,jres,-si- r; I have
some property here .1 own a. larm in Virginia
of some seven or eight hundred acres. I haye
got 3,ow reet or ground wiinin lour oiocxs oi
the Capitol, comer of New Jerter avenue.

Q.i When did you' acqulri that!- A I traded
farm for that. " - '
y.When! A; About 'four- - or 'five months

ago. i i ...i.vQ. Whereabouts m the city is that" located!
A. On the corner of New Jersey avenue and
First 'street,' la square TS7; In square 798 1 haye
about 5.000 feet. . i
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n vrhnrtt that! A. That is hero. In this
first block; at the Capitol and Maryland avenue
and B street. I have two houses on that. That

. j- - r Ann a-- t.a
QTwhen did you acquire that propertyi VA?

well, aDoui ten years azo, or eigns years, say.
Ths records will tell. That property is Vorth
ilwit tlA.OOO. I haTB R SIR feet fif rrotrnd in

raquare.'733.. That.la down.here just below.
ueneru unipmta'S, on First streeu- -j uut
property l consider is Worth about aau.iwu.
I O. When triM trnn uphnlM that! A. 1 DUT- -

chased; that's year ago, I think. (I hive. tnl
squarewwostjieciiRawiDouaai iruu, jr.
Gulfck.. 'Thatlsworth,Nlshoald,judge, about
V&U,UW. ft

Q. When did sovl acquire that! A. About
the same time.

you have acquired-a- ll this- - prop
erty within the last two or three, years.scept
those two h6uscs over "In J this vicinity! Av
When I went In with the Board or ruouc w orks

Bv Mr. Wilson: Q. Did vou ret
ftom the Board' of Public-.- . Works .aboutlthej
lime you acquireu tuts property irum j?ir.
uullcki A. 1 qui uuues: any
Ihlnir. rLaurhter.l

ld not ask yoa If you did. Idn'not
know why you should be so suspicious! A.
There has been something of that nature up.
That was a legitimate business.

Mr. .Wilson. I do not say that it was not.
Tim 'Witness. I owe $2,200 on it vet.
Mr.Merrick. Did you or not tell Mr. Alex-

ander, at:your own house; very recently, that
jou and Governor Shepherd were Interested In
certain contracts! a. nm m u. u no
savs so he tells what Is false.

Q. Did jou tell him that Governor Shepherd
and others were interested! A. Never, to my
knowledge.

Q. Did yoa tell him that- yoa had a written
agreement u ,, imam axiuiiuugbou iuu
others and his associates! A. I said I had an
agreement with Mr. Huntington, under Mr.
Emery's administration, lor the use or a wooden
block to pave the avenues with. . I

Q. DId'you not tell him you were Interested
with Mr. Huntlncton. and had a written azree- -
ment touching contracts under this Board of
Public works! A. i ao not see now i coma, i
have got tho papers. They will tell for them.
selves.

Mr. Merrick. I would be glad If you would
nrodnee these caoers. If they will tell for them
selves! Mr.'Burrows and me had a wooden
pavement, arid as I opposed Mr. Emery's elec-
tion there was not much of a chance of getting
any contracts from him, and so i assigned this
pavement to Mr. iiuntingujn.

O. Who wero these associates Hunt
In.tnn of whom vou speak as named In that
paper that you mentioned to Mr. Alexander!
A. mere was no nam"
Uonpdndm" were "the associates to whom you
referred! A. That 1 coma not say.

Q. Did jou not say to Alexander that you
could tell who they were! A. Ho, sir.

Q. Did you not say something to this effect
that you could blow them all up if you wanted
to! A. I might have said a great many things.
I wanted Alexander to talk, and he did a good
deal of talking. He said that he was going to
break up the whole Board of Public Works.

Q. Did you not say you could do It, too, If
you had a mind to! A. l nave no recollection
of saying any such thing. He bad them all
broken up, ho said to me.

By Mr. Mattingly: Q, You said something
about a check of $500 to Mr. Shepherd, what
was it! A. I found a check here: it was re
quired that I should put up a check $500.

Q. A check for $500 'deposited with the
Board of Public Works when you made tho
bond! A. Yes, sir; that was it; that was on
tbe 4th or Jane, 1672. There It is, sir.

By the Chairman: Q. Have you got your
bank books with you! A. Yes, sir; I hare
them all.

Mr. Merrick. If the committee would like
that note

The Witness. I will see that yoa hare it,
sir.

Mr. Wlllton. I would like to have that other
paper that you referred to.

The Witness. Yoa can hare every paper that
I have, sir.

Mr. Christy. I would like to get the date of
that deposit. Wo havo here a list of all the
deposits with the collectors of the city of
Washington.

Tho Witness. June 13, it was. I got the
check back from the collector; Captain Slater
gave It back to me.

By Air. unristy: y. What yean A. it was
lSTJ when I started the B street intercepting
sewer.

Governor Shepherd. Slash Run!
Z Tbe Witness. Well, It might hare been; my
memory is not good.

By the Chairman: Q. Is that'thc memoran
dum about the check! A. Yes, sir. I remem
ber distinctly getting that check back.

Q. Tho stub you hand me Is "A. K. Brown!"
A. No, sir. What I mean is down below; here,
(.indicating on tne dook.j

Mr. Christy. The only deposit I am able to
find made by Mr. Strong was on the 2d day of
BeptemDer, ibti.

By Mr. Stewart: Q. W hat were tbe objects
of your meeting with Mr. Alexander; how did
It come about! A. well, sir, l have known him
for a great many years. Last winter I was a
witness, and I wanted to know who those men
were. I heard there were different men there,
and wanted to see who they were.

Q. Did you go voluntarily to his place, or
were yon Invited! Yoa said you had several
interviews. A. I think that he invited me
there. I think I met him In front of the post
office, and he invited me to come to his house.
I disappointed him. I was to be there one
evening, and I didn't go, and I think he repri-
manded me, the next day when he saw mo,
fthnnt tint Nirnliw. nAT A ! X w vulu
be there such a time, and I went.

Q. What was your business there! A. I
went there to see who was there and what was
going on. That was my business there.

Q. Why did you want to know who was there
and what was coin? on? What excited your
curiosity on that subject! A. Well, sir, I have
lived here some twenty odd years, and there
has been every year here mostly some of this In-
vestigation. Ihadatrlalofltwhenlwashereat
the capital, and I wanted to see if it was about
the sarste parties and I found they were. It was
about ttre same parties always putting obstruc
tions in tne way oi improvements, l nave
always gone for Improvements and for good
streets. You know we have had very bad
streets here before the Board of Public works
cot In power. I wanted to see If our friend
Capt. Grant was there, and Mr. Watson and
Mr. Marccllus West, and the same party that
mey naa Dciore.

Q. Did yoa tell them when yoa cot there
that was your object! A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. Did you tell them what you went there
for! A. No, air; I did not. I did not think
that was worth while.

Q. Did you tell them that you could help
them In their objects, giving them to under-
stand that you were one of tnem! A. I talked
very favorably, probably,. I might and might
not. I went to find out what they were doing.
That was the amount of it. I had an anxiety
to find out.

Q. You did not while you were there allow
them to have a suspicion that you were op-
posed to what they were doing! A. I think
they were rather suspicious the second time I
went there, and I was not treated very cordially,
and I did not go the third time.

Q. You were received better on the first In-

terview? A. Yes, sir. Tho second time they
were rather cold; and the third time, I believe,
the door was shut against me. They did not
let me In.

Q. Was there a large number of them there!
A. I sent a gentleman in, and he said there was
a pretty good crowd there.

Q. I mean when you went In tho first time.
A. No, sir; there was not many there. There
were three attorneys there the three attorneys
that are here and Mr. Bowen and Mr. Alex
ander. I do not recollect of any more at that
ume,

q. Did you say to them that you had come
to loin the partv! 4. No: I do ngi think I
said that. T might have Said something. I
don't recollect what I said there, "butl recollect
their faces. They were 'there. will
permit me, I want to saj to the honorable
committee mat there nave Deen two witnesses
here swearing, and I want to. state the fact
about that, and we have witnesses here to show
the whole fact In regard to our. streets and
sewers. I. have a book hero .that I can show
that this man Wilson never .worked on the B
street, sewer, but worked on Judge Cartter's
no use.

The Chairman. That is what he: testified-t-
Tbe "Witness. And he worked there until tho

3d day. of , January, and then was discharged,
and his memorandum riven oi his time.-- Iaent
to him to pay him, and he sent word back thstJ "
ne naa nis pay in ion ; mat j udge uartter had
paid him. I had been .paying .him on account
formerly before. The man that he thinks he Is
In the Dlace of . Here Is the book to jhow
you.'' He was discharged' on the 23d of Decem-
ber;.and, as near as I.can find out, he was a
colored "man He had two men. by the name
of Wilson; I sometimes have six or seven by
one name on my dooks. -

The Chairman.. Let me 'look at that book.'
Book'handedto chairman.'

- The Witness. This was' the book handed to
me by Sawyer two days after be signed the
papers that were handed in to' the board, the

' '
TW'Mm'finalrman! O.TMs ta the Rjttrxot

sewer! 'A. Yes, sir; that Is tj whole of the
work. The men nave oeen paia on mat worn
Mr. Wilson never worked on It.

Q.. Brimr the other Wilson here! A. I don't
'suppose I esq go and find the other man.. I do
not szunr.mY men any mora man you ao. 1
give tho money for my.men. and myforeman
generally. pays them. --i. aonpf su ana pay

Q.Xerbapsjou can find Jumf A. I do Dot
knoinwhether .1 coold or not. I should be
happy tr.db so if I'could. . is

well. If yoa. cannot do .'that, find some- -
body .that knows hlmr A. Well, sir, here Is Mr. .
Boyu'.wattlnirtwo or three "days to cetawar
from the dty. fJsptaln Boyd 1 knows, all about

Q; Dow.heiioTftheo'ier.Vrnigcl ,A. Yes,

sir; and Wilson was under his employ at the
very Identical time. ,

Q. Very well, we will try to get t CartuD,
.Boyd before we get through. .AJ. wantto say
another thing: this man Sawyer, on the 6th of
January, signed these-bU- la: at his own house,
In the presence and.Hr. Masssy. a
State Senator, notr In .Richmond Edward W.

'.Massey. Ho'slgnedlboso-'bin-s on the morning
or tne etu or January, at 8 o'clock, at his own
'house to the postofOce and cams to the
St. Mark' Hotel, and Mr. Maasey and Mr. Boyd
camo down, and Mr. 8awyer. We got a room
up stairs, and Mr. Massey made oat some bills
fur somo pipes a small amount, two or three
hundred dollars end ha. went np stairs and
signed ihosa-bUl- sj and ie was as sober as he
everwssin the world. That was about' half

" - - -past9toJclockn' ':'- CT.lu,H ' via me, morning. orJ
cvenlngl, Aj In'tnemorplng, sb Hejl)rp!
over somewnere ny tne printing office Ho
catneTdown there". "TTiad not seen him. He
had signed the main sewer bill, and then came
down and "signed these' pipe bills. Then ie
said .ho- bad to- - make that book oat which yoa
have In your'iand now;' and he had to make
lt.from the'o'dgtrial. 'He agreed to hand It to
me on the next, day. This was on the 6th of
January, and.on the DUxof January, on Friday,
I .met him about ,i, o'clock InJhe afternoon,
Mr. Boyd and I 'going up the. Avenue and he
coming down.' .Hotook' me Into' Dubant's and

me that book. Ho" said he must have afive dollars. Ihada'plece of scrip $115
and T .knew It was not Indorsed. He" had

been borrowing money. He came to tne New
Year's day, when I was sick abed, and got $10.
I can prove that he was drunk half the time on
the work.'Besides.hcneverdrank more than two
or three times vdthme. I do not drink myself.
He drinks whisky. He had been drinking and
borrowing "moneycn-- l wanted me to give him
a hundred dollars.-- I can prove this by a dozen
men. He took this piece of acrjp that 'was not
Indorsed, and one ot my friends told him I was
coin? to rerjort him. I went down the river.
When I came 'back 'he was' kicking una muss.
"o viu.1 iaoa tue oiiy uu aua UJU114 UUh,
and then said that I tried to bribe him.

Q. Who "made oat this book A. Mr. Saw-
yer.

Q. From what! A. From his original book
that he handed in, and I handed that to tbe
?:ncral superintendent, Charles Cunningham,

referring toanother book, Mr. Wtllcy's
time-boo- k.

Q. Covering the same time? A. I do not
know. I never have looked at WUIey's time-boo- k.

He sent that to. me, however. I want a
fair shake in. this matter, and I know I wlllcet
It. I only want to explain just exactly u
this thtag happened. Joal03n'any money
vj'jttt ifianol" A. Not by checks. Ihaiosomo
years ago, before there was any Board of Pub-
lic Works. Is It there! Indicating a book in
Mr. Wilson's hands. Let me see it, if you
please.

Q.Ifirst.askedlfyoudld! A. I do not remem-
ber, sir; not by check. I bave eight or tea
years ago, but a'very trifling amount. What is
the amount there, sir!

Q. I did not say there was any. A. Well, I
have no recollection of letting him have any.
If it is there, of course I have. I am very fool-

ish sometimes to lend money, and never get It
back.

Q. Hare yon torn any stubs out of this book!
A. No, sir ; not one. I will say this to the
committee, that I do not Intend to do any more
work for the Board of Public Works. I am go-

ing to retire down on a plantation I have. But
It is not the amount of money that I have made
from the board that I go there with, either.

Q. What was on this that was torn out or
this book! A. That Is the first I saw that It
was Ob, I well tell vou. I will take my oath
that there was nothing of that kind. That
was merely to tally-wit- the check that came
from the bank.

Q. There was nothing In It! A. No, sir; It was
a mistake and blotted, and it was tom off so
that the check would correspond. What is the
next check!

Q. Hero are three and fire. "Where is No. 3!
A. It never was .torn off by me;, or, as I said,
merely to you sec this was blotted here. I
think If I had taken It I would have been smart
enough to have taken It out better than that.

Q. Well, I should not be surprised. What
did you say to that one! A. Samo's! Well, sir;
that has never been presented.

Q. What did you put on the stub of a check!
A. That Is torn out, is It!

Q. I know the stub Is there, bat tho check is
not. What became of the check! A. I do not
know, sir.

Q. Why were you putting Samo's name on
the stubs of checks when you did not give him'
any checks! A. I do not know whether I did
or not. I might bave lent that to him. I hare
not said I did not.. I do not remember of giving
it to him. IfSamocan bo called he will tell
you.

uy air. wiison: u. wnat was your pay-ro- u

on Saturday night! A. Wc pay from the books,
generally. We take a piece of paper and make
out tne names.

Q. What would be the amount ot your pay-
roll on Saturday night! How many men do yoa
work! A. It varies. I have had on B street
a gentleman with me, who had an Interest with
me, used to pay off the men. I could no: tell
you.

y. ma you nave ten, twenty, or nity mcni
A. Sometimes eighty or ninety ; sometimes
sixty.

tj. Did you nave your horses ana carts, oraia
they have horses and carts! A. Well, I had
horses and carts, and tbe brickmakers.drew
bricks with their own, and sometimes I drew
nricK.

Q. But the money yoa used you drew out. of
the bank on checks! a. Alter no one naa an
Interest with mc 1 did my own banking.

V. ifyou drew an ut rour money out of the
bank on checks, will you explain to the com;
mittee how it happens that all of these amounts
which you bave presented here In theso books
are small amounts! A. Let me tell you that
two of jny big contracts havo been conducted
with partners; that I bave had, and they had
the handling of the money. These books had
nothing to do with that.

u. ibis is just simply your private account.
then! A. No, sir; this Is my account since the
lutb; I think from the tlmo I commenced In
Georgetown.

Q. Then you have not presented your bank- -
books here showing the moneys used on your
contracts! A. I had not any; they did that
themselves.

Q. Where are those books? A. They have
them, I presume..

Q. Who are .'they!"-- A. Mr. Wollard.
Q. What Wollard! A. Mr. J. F. Wollard.
Q. Where Is he! A. Ho Is here In the city.
Q. Who else was a partner of yours! A. I

had a man by the namo of McLanahan.
Q. Who else! A. I had a man by the name

of James Callan. '

Q. Who else! A. Nobody else, sir.
Q. Then these books do not show your

transactlons with the Board of Public Works,
so far as your financial affairs are concerned:
A. Not those jobs.

Q. Those books you have got! A. No, sir.
Q. None of them! A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. Have yoa no book at all showing the

money that you paid out on account of these
contracts! A. No, sir; I did not keep the
books. Mr. Wollard kept the accounts.

Q. Have you any papers or memoranda that
will show tho moneys paid ont on account of
his work! A, If I have' I will 'look and find
them; I cannot say where they are.

Q. Did you not'enderstand that' this commit-
tee wanted you to bring your books here show-
ing the money that jou had bcen:nsing on ac-
count of these contract s'ofyouref 'A. You had
better subpoena- - Mr, Will Ard .

O. That Is not answering my'questlon, sir.
Did you understand that this- - committee was
requiring yoa to' bring.'tbe bookVshowIng the
money that yoa had used on account of these
contracts of yours! A. How could I. when'--
did not pay oat the money! I had nothing to
do with it.

Q. Did you ever Inform this committee, un
til witnin tne last two minutes, mat tnat was
the fact!" A. Tdld'not 'suppose you wanted to
find only, what I had been doing in my own be-

half. -

Q. Then those books that yoa have nowpro-ducc- d

to the committee do not contain a state-
ment of the moneys that were paid out on'ac- -
coont of your work!. A. Not on B street Inter
cepting sewer, norolaan Hun sewer.

Q. Those were- - the Urge 'contracts, were
.they! How about sewer;. 'Is that In"

here! A.. No.slr; I. do not (know as It Is in
there. I bad an agent. c

Q. State what of your work, is- - embraced .In
thls.book. A. Underpinning houses in'George-tow- n,

the cmarkethouse, and different
buildings there. t " -

q. What did that amount tot A. One hun-
dred and otoven. thousand dollars'.

q. Did you say that that is In these books!
A. Some of It is.

j. Do yoa say that' that 'Is In these'bookst
A. I say some of it is. -- I- do not know. If I
had any other I would fetch it.

q. How much of It is In these books! A. I
do not know.- - I have not summed It np. I had
two agents, Mr; Dodge and Darnell, and Baker,
and Mr ..Young four 'gentlemen' that I got
money froji. . . .

By the Chairman: Qr I understand yoa now,
in reply to Mrs Wilson, to state that you:havo
only furnished us partial books! A. Yes, sir.

q. That these books do not, in fact, cover
your transactions with' the Board of 'Public
Works, or many ot them! A. That Is all the"" ' "

have books showing; the condition of
your--, tjanrraccount with' reierence to 'certain
contracts.'WhlcbjXnnderstand, yoa da not in-
clude in thoaer. books cither, joa.' had or some
ofyoarpartQerelnA.'YeSjSlri ,

Q.Nowi tlr, will your look, around among
your cpartners and clerks, and
agents, -- and" bring to us those becks! iA--I
will; wlthjgreat pleasure, sir.; s - a- - '

Ql nWhenttl joa.do.that! We appreciate
the tactithat yoa are not very.well. A. That

true, sir.' .been Weeding at the longs
'erV severely.

Ql Cquld, you &. that. by. morni-
ng!1 A. WelKT dou't know, sir. I will gq
and i see Mr. WUlard.and.see if I can tret 'hla
books. ."' . ' J ' "-- ,

.W VU nv4V HftyV4 u iimi- - 44UJ4M;iuur

A. Yes, sir. Mr. Dodge, and Mr. DirneMe
sad Barber. I have drawn a irood deal ol
mooerfrom them, and deposited scrip as col- -
literal securltywltfioutcplnf to the bank. I
haye also' drawn moneyfrom'Mirk Young, In
Goorntont6 the srnbumrof.tMrty-od- d thou-
sand dollars, and thatdiliat go into tbe bank.

Q. Very-wei- slrbrlnglioeetraBsactlons
and the memoranda that yourhayo. A- - Yoa
want to know theamdnutl---j

.- - Br-M- r: "Wilson: Q.-W- e --want your books.
A. I easrehowyou the Bomber of the Touchers
that I bays: drawn- from the board; but If am
not oa vary good, terms with Barber, Damellle 1

& Dodze. and I don't thmk they would
much, attention to mo If I was to ails fcr their
hrwiYe. S- - -

'ByMrTBass:-'Qr'wnoha- s those books! A.
mace, uarncuie s Biroer.

.A. Thev areonFrl
jtMrraew.doorsof-Jlfteentbistrce- ei. w no naa me custody oi any otnersi a.

I think they hare the whole of them: the deal
ings we have had.- - - t . s -

By Mr. Hubbell: Q. Hat WHlard cot any of
nemi a. a aon t snow; t win see

Tho witness was directed to produce, said
documents oy morning, or ikuo
earliest moment practicable thereafter.

TISTaOST or wiluJLx'o. todi- -

"William' C. Todd Vai then (jailed 'as a wit-
ness', r ' ' 'and dnlv sworn:

By 'Mr.Merrick: Q'.J Where do3 yoa reside?
A. In Boston.- - ,'

Q. Are yoa the owner of any unimproved
lots in the city of Washington? ' A. Yes, sir; I
was' assessed $19,000 and a little more.

Q: Lots in divers places on Capitol HOI and
about here? 'A.- Yes, sir; most of It east of the

J '' "Capitol. -- ' -

By the Chairman: Q. Have yoa examined
to aeb what amount Is charged to that property
for sewers! A; Yei, sin l have made it out.
My assessment is. $19,450 for this year. My
sewer tax is f.wwJi. --

O. What lathe ararerate taxation noon that
property! r A. I have .a water-mai-n tax of
$9itJ.41. I have a pavement tax on Eighth
street whicn has not Dean named in,- out it has
been estimated at $3,000.

Q. That is on the same property! A. Yes.
sir.. The special tax i will amount to 3,

If tho estimate of $3,000 Is correct.
By Mr. Mattlngly: jQ. How many front feet

is that A. I think there are 500. I can't say
pncaciy now.

Q. On what street! A. Eichth street east.
Q. What kind of carriageway or pavement is

It! A. I be'iteve It is not all laid yet. It Is a
blue stone pavement I think.
mjjthe Chairman: Ji. Not a macadam pave

relieve mey caii.K js pavement, w e snouia not
call It so in Boston. But there are stones thrown
down In the street, and it Is said to be a pave-
ment.

' By Mr. Mattlngly: Q. 'Yoa estimate that at
o a iront loot! a. it was so estimated to

me.
Q. By whom? A. Bv Thomas Todd.
Bythe Chairman: Q. Whcro'iJ this property

located! A. It is almost all of It cast of tbe
Capitol.

Q. now many lots docs tt Include? A. Seven-

ty-five.

Q. Is any portion of that property improved
propertyi a. it is all improved property.

Q. How long have you held It! A. I bought
some of It "before the war, and some of It I
bought tho first of the war. I must' have held
some for thirteen years.

Q. What do you consider It worth a foot! A.
I do not know; I know nothing about the value
of it.

By Mr. Stewart: Q. How much did It cost
originally! A. I did not Intend to bny it orig-
inally. 1 had a cousin living here. I had a
little money, and he told me that the best thing
I could do with it would bo to buy tax certifi-
cates, which would draw 10 percent. I got
the certificates; and some of those certificates
were paid, as I supposed they would be, but
thegreater part of them I had to assume.
Since then I have given tt up to any one who
has asked for it who Was the original owner,
and after ten years I remember I cave up some
lots simply by paying the interest on tho cer-
tificates and the taxes. The rest of it 1 hold
because I havo been obliged to hold it. I do
not.kuow what it Is worth.

By Mr. Mattlngly: Q. This is all property.thcn,
that you bought at tax sale! A. I did not buy
It at all.

q. Your cousin did! A. He took the cer-
tificates, and I hold it In that way.

q: And it has not been redeemed! A. No,
sir.

Q. Do you know how much he paid for It!
A. I do not.

Q. Do you know that he merely paid the tax
lor one or two years, lor which it was soldi l
might also state that the assessed value In 1871
was $11,783, and my general tax that year.
A. Was $200.

By the Chairman: Q. The valuation has been
Increased! A. Almost to double. The special
taxes of this year will be more than the as-
sessed' valuation two years aco. 1 will' say
thit I should be very willing to dispose of any of
this ii anyrxxiy wants to duv u.

By Mr. Hubbell: Q. And give htm a war-
rantee deed? A. I will give just such a deed
as I have and' I think it will be about the
deed that all Washington will be held by In a
few years.

. TESTIMOKT OF JUTES A. lUOSUDEB.
James A. Magruder recalled.
Examined by Mr. Wilson: Q. naa there been

any settlement with Samuel, Strong by the
Board of Public Works within the last two or
three days? A. Not that I know of. I know
there has not; I am positive.

Q. Has there been any negotiation for a set-
tlement within Ihe last two or three weeks! A.
.NoTsir; he made a proposition to leave the
matter to arbitration, ana me board refused to
doit.

Q. When was that! A. Four or five days
ago.

Q- - Did that proposition come from him! A.
It came from him; yes, from his attorney; not
fronxhlm.

Q. Was there no proposition from the board
to him! A. No, sir; they most positively re--
lusea to make any settlement with him at
present.

Q. Was there any written document! There
was an agreement sent down there by, I suppose.
his attorney; I understood it was by bis attor
ney, l want to say you asked mm a question. He
did meet me. I was walking down the Avenue. I
think, last Saturday evening; he was standing
with some man In front of the National Hotel.
I heard some one call me after I passed, I
looked around, and to ray astonishment It was
Sam. Strong. I had heard every day that he
was sick, and so forth. He began talking about
iuiiinanc s evidence against me. "un.-.sa- ys i,
"mat amounts to nothing." He walked on a
little way and went on, and I paid no attention
really to what he did say. Tbenhe said, "lam
going to submit, or I have submitted,' this thing
to the board to be arbitrated ur difficulties."
" Well," says I, " Strong, this la no time to talk
aDouttnat. we are ail engaged in ims com-
mittee, and I do not propose to interfere with
any or these things that are now pending."
That Is the only time, until this 'morning, that
I have spoken to him, until . this Investigation
commenced. But the board has made no settle-
ment with blm, and do not propose to do so
until we are satisfied that we owe him the
money. He has put in a. large amount of
claims. I understand that he has seed the
board; I have not seen the writ. He pat In a
large-amou- of claims which have been re
jected right at once and positively.

y. nave mere oeen any written communica-
tions between tbe board and Mr. Strong within
the last two or- - three weeks? A. Not that I
knowofi Idonot.thlnk there has. I think
Mr. Willard would have told me If there had
been.

Q. To whom, was this paper .presented that
purports to come from Mr. Huong's attorney!
A. It was presented to the board.

Q. To whom was It handed! A. I do not
know that. I think it was handed, probably,
to Mr. Harrlocton.

0. Did yoa have It In your possession? A. I
had it In mv possession.

q. What did you do with it? A. I havo one
copy of it cow.

Q, Where is the other copy! A. The other
copy Is destroyed.
. Q. But that, yoa say, Is the only proposition!
A. That is the only proposition I heard of since
this Investigation commenced.

Q. Were there any consultations among the
members of theboardwlth reference to effecting
a settlement with Mr. Strong! ?A. Yes, sir.

qr When was that! ' A. Three or four days

'MrlTaltlngly:' ' Q. What'was It! A. tt was
an arrecment that'he'sent down.

'By Mr. Wilton: q. Was that consultation
over this agreement that had been sent In? A.
Yes, 'sir; that consultation --was over this
agreement that' had been sent in .

By.Mr Harrington: Q. The board refused to
accept It, I understand! . A. The board refused

"' 'to accept tt."'
X), It was "offered 'by Mr. Strong", as I under-

stand it, to refer this matter to arbitration! A.
Yes, sir. " -- " - J

TESTruoxr or obOboe w. o. eslin.
George W.Q, Eslln, haying beon duly sworn,

testified as follows!, "'.".. . .

Mr.Christy.-ThepointI4eIr- e to have the
witness' interrogated upon is whether, as a, con-
tractor, he did work .around .the'' Government a
reservation or Government property afterward
paid for by the Government, and 'whether lie
has been pild himself for the work. J

By-tb- Chairman: Q. Did you do any work
around the Bmithsonlaif Institute! av I did. -

J. What was it? A. Paving bluestone
around 11 street. oh the north, sideruialng up
from-Nlnt- to. .Twelfth streets: --

' Q. Around :tlio fimttbsonUnl A; Yes. sin
on tho north, side:-- 1 i , i

Q, What did that amount toyour contract
oftwprk! never sot any: correct
amount .

.Q. 'Well) about iwhat? .A. Profit, da yoa
mean?. . . I ... - i .'O. No. air: the value the amount: of work
done W jquL iA, iTweotyrfeyen taoosanl dol- -
l.r. - -

. r
Qi You-.dj- thjtbr,th9rBos-d..of.EbU- c.

works!... va, raw, sir, i .;
Qi Hare yoa made a settlement, with, taeat

A.KoV nW4.ud ; : .' '. 'v

Q. Why not! A. Well, because they never
gave me anything to settle with.

Q. Had yoa any contract with them? A. I
did; and bonded for it.

Q. A written contract? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Why don't they settle with you! A.

Well, jou will haw to decide that among jour- -
selvea. t 1 V r

Q. Have you tried to make arttletflent with"
them? A. No, sir; I never did. ' t

Q.TTou have psrformed. $37,000 Worth, of
worm a. no, sir; 1 tooK mat; at mc txnru
prices, vou understand. It cams: to that, after
they put the tape-lin- e. on. At' the' way the

'..board was going on it came to.$37,000.
(j. lor paving this street! A. Yes, sir.
Q. Have you never called upon the board for

the money? A." I did. .y. What dlXthey say to yon? A. They gave
me-- a certificate, e myfathertblrteen and
some-Od- d thoniind-dollar- s

.Q.JWhatclsedldtheygireyou! .A Nothing,
that! know on

Qi'WasrthU'workTJoneT around the, Govern- -'

ment' reservation! A. ftwas. -
! Q. A reservation belonging, to the United

States? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Has theibojrd received nsy.forthatl. A.

I do not know, sir. There was an appropria
tion maoe ror it: I do noz Know wno received It.

Q. Just state nowj.. definitely, where this
work Is! A. I never received a dollar In cash.
' Q. I understand your statement." Where was

this .work performed? Ilepeat .the statement
that you made a moment ago., A.;irom Xiinth
to Twelth strect.-o- B street north.' --

Q. What work did that lnclu'da" pavlns! A.
Paying, gradlng,cutblng,'and all. 1 cava bonds
lur it, uu vyiujjiv.cu iftftw.
i Q. Did It lndude-pavlnstn- e street?" A. Yes,

sin I Dared the whole street. It Is 100 feet
wide, or,"rather; 103 'feet. I put down' the man
holes, traps, ana1 an; ana' mere were sewers

' 'theretoo. - -

Q. Yoa did all 'the work? A. Ho, sir; I.dtd
not say that. That is another question. Icon
not'answer that.
. . Q. You received a certificate for $13,000? A.
Yes, sir; thirteen thousand -- and some odd dol-
lars. It was not $1,400 worth.

Q. How much "does the board owe yoa now?
A. I have not made any calculation; I cannot
answer.
. Q. You have had no' settlement with them!

A. is ever.
Q. They have never stated an account with

you! A. Never, sir. .
Q. Never famished yoa any memorandum of

thework In .any way! sir; only on
aerentn street, wmen uarpemcr gave me.

Q.'Dld they never make, final Toucher
peler'3lii. He-sa- ys back-fa- ll and back-lif- t,

but I want.an up.fall. What .drawback Is there!
You understand, I am waiting, for it now. It
Is Carpenter's measurement. He docs not
know whether it Is right cr wrong.

Q. You arc waiting for whom! A. Mr. Car-
penter.

Q. Who is Mr. Carpenter! A. The surveyor
out in tne county.

The Chairman, (tollr.llattingly.) Is Car-
penter connected with the Board of Public
Works!

Mr. Mattlngly. Yes, sir; he Is an engineer..
The Chairman. Perhaps this matter can be

settled by refcrenco to him.
The Witness. Oh, easily settled.
Tho Chairman, (to Mr. Mattingly.) What

are the facts In relation to this case?
Mr. Mattlngly. I do not know anything about

that, sir.
Q. (to the witness.) Who famished the

material on this B street? A. I furnished every
bit that went there, except that the board
furnished me the stone, and that was reduced
off my bill. I furnished sand, bricks, and all.

By the Chairman: U. Is there any dispute
between you and the Board of Public Works?
A. Ho, sir; I wish we had more work, so that
we could go along about our business. I wish
we had something to occupy our minds instead'
of standing up around here.

Q. Is there any dispute between you and the
Board of Public Works as to the amount due
yoa under this contract? A. None in the
world; I have never made out any bills against
them, and, am willing to wait, and am not
afraid to wait fof them to pay me; but I have
got some bills.

The Chairman here announced that an ad-
journment would be had to 2 o'clock n. m.

Mr. Christy. Mr. Chairman, as I read the re
port ims was worK paia ior Dy me uovemment
to the Board of Public Works. If I am wrong,
of course I would be glad to be corrected. I
hare here the answer of the Governor, stating
the vouchers. Page 445. I think, is the page
giving this work to which the witness refers, B
street north, Sixth to Sixteenth street west,
which would embrace his work.

The committee here adjourned to 3 o'clock
p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
On the committee reconvening, the examina-

tion of George W. O. Eslln was resumed.
By the Chairman: 0. You received certifi

cates for a little over $13,000, you say? A. I
did not receive them ; did.

Q. Forty-thre- e thousand six hundred and
sixty-fiv-e cents? A. I

could not tell the amount.
Q. Have yoa seen this voucher? A. Never

In my life.
Q. Your father received these certificates on

this contract of which you bave spoken, did he
not? A. He received a contract which was
awarded to me.

Qr Who west bonds on that contract? A. It
Is Mr. George W. G. Eslln that is my name
In full ; James Eslln, W. H. Nolly, and Walter
Lincoln. That la correct.

Q. Is that the contract? A. Yes, sir.
Q. When wero these certificates received?

A. I will never tell him.
Q. How? A. I could not tell you, for I went

there and' set down four weeks myself and
never got any certificates.

V- - nut tneywereaitcrw3.ru delivered to your
father! A. Well. I was not nrrsent. Yon
will have to ask somebody else about that.

By the Chairman: Q. This voucher seems to
show they were received. This voucher shows
tho actual payment of $13,863.05. Do you
know what you received forthe brick pavement!
A. What I was to receive and did not receive
Is another and quite a different thing. I did
not receive anything In cash.

Mr. Bass: Q. Do you know who had the con
tract irom Bixm. street to Uinta street! A.
Yes; I was awarded that contract.

0. Did yoa do work on that contract! A. I
never struck a lick on It. "I have hauled stone
down there and they were hauled away in the
other yard.

O. Undershot contract! A. Well, sir, you
will have to decide. I never got paid for the
materials' that went down there. Yoa will
have to decide that for yourselves.

Q. You do not know! A. I knowwhere they
are at Smithsonian Institution.

The Chairman. We desire to examine these
vouchers and contracts "a little further, and
jou may come here morning-a- t 10
O'CIOCK.

TESTmOST Or BENJAHIX SSVEKSOK.

Benjamin Scverson. sworn.
Mr. Christy. Allow me to say In regard to

Air. oeverson mat l oner to prove a diagram
and a statement In regard to Rawlins square.
The gentlemen, of course, very properly re-
quired of us that It should be verified. Mr.
Severson has been brought here for that 'pur-
pose. I will now proceed to interrogate the
witness In regard to this diagram.

Bythe Chairman: Q. Do you identify this
diagram! Handing to the witness the dia-
gram of Rawlins squsre, previously introduced
In ArMan.A n Af I'httv T A' Vu alii

Q. Who made that diagram? A. I made tt.
Q. Did yoa make it from actual measure-

ments? A" Yes, sir; I measured It .myself.
Q. Is It correct? A. It is substantially cor-

rect. It is .slightly In favor of the Board of
Public Works; but It Is substantially correct.

By Mr. Wilson: Q. What is. your business?
A. Engineering. 1 have been engaged all my
lifetime la. general engineering say forty
years.

The counsel for the memorialist submitted
a number of papers prepared by the witness,
indorsed as follows:

"03. Albert G'.eason, contracts and pay-
ments. '

"62. Teemyer & Company.
"63. J. V. W.Vandenburgh, Lewis S. Fil-

bert, J. P. Crawford, contracts and payments.
"49. bridge, Kellogg" Bridge Com-

pany:
"W. Abbott faring uompany, contracts and

payments. , - . .
"63. Andrew' Gleason, contracts and pay-

ments.
"63. C. E. Evans, contracts. Evans Con

crete Company."
Theso papers were then handed to the wit

ness, ana he said mat he had prepared mem.
By the 'Chairman: Q. Were these calcula-

tions made' by you? A. Yes. sir.
Q. Did joa make the measurements In rela-

tion to them? A. Yes, sir. '
Q. The computations upon these measure

ments! .a-- ies,ir. ,
Q. As to quantities and values. A. Yes,

sir.
. Q. When did yon receive the ' data from

which you" made these measurements and com-
putations? A. From' a copy of a paper 'that
came originally from IheTreasury Department;

copy of the vouchers made by General Bab--
coek. The papers themselves will show from
what--I made my calculations.

By Mr.' Wilson: Q..were any part of these
measurements that were only made by yon for
the purpose of making comparisons" wim

Babcockt A. Yes;
sir. .- -

Q. f themtrsrso! A. Only that
one In relation to Rawlins square..

Q. Then'.tho-othe- are" computations! A.
Tier ars .collations frbm'tho Board of Public
Works' report j.

By that Chsirmanr O: Yoa made the actual
measurements of Rawlins square? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did ypu;make:.any actual measurements
on.any otisr portion a work; and this con
tract!: Ai icoUvtedtha JccottBts:Jrom;.the:
Board or Public Works and brought themto-Bsthe- r,

and-hir- '.made: some comments at .tho.
ead.'aBdvtBoyi.wmioeak :for. tbeHudye. 'X
have statedrtpeueyermat.they are correct.'- - .

,z'iae iW,.M?l Tfua W say worn lares
!( til :t .'' - ..n.ft.

... u i u. i.i ,.,- -. a.-- Ai - v

to Rawlins square. I made that measure-
ment before this committee was In existence on
my own account. I made It with tspe-Ha- e,

and, as I always do In a case of that kind, I ex.
crclsed greal core not to exaggerate the aatter.

nuuiu always ratner mate a nine auowtumi,
but since hearing the testimony of the Guiam
metfc engineers who 'made thCotlaa' Ithoughttt necessary for ms to be
about nU So I afterward went thera vltkia
exact measure, not depending-upon- , a tape-te- e,

and ascertained that there Is a slight variation
oneway or tae tuner, Detween my lass meas-
urement and that, with 'the tape-lin- e, bat it
augments the measurement tho
Board of Public Works against the Govern.
ment: only slightly, however. In the first

J placet for Instance, I did not take, rntococaitha--
ation me iractionai parts; i uia not taxe Into
consideration tbe area occupied by the curb
the brick pavement. On the whole, there Is a
slight dUTerencsy but it Is against the.- Govern-
ment and In "favor of the Board of Public
Work!. -

Q. Have yoa the computation of that second
measurement! A. No. sin I have1 not got it
carried out only far enough to satisfy myself of
lusiact j .

By Mr. Stewart: Q. You say. yoa made
these computations? ' They are simply compu-
tations with argument!-o- f your own showing
from books In existence
, The Witness. "What 'are you speaking of

now'.
' Mr. Stewart.. These other papers, not Raw- -

ims square.
A. These' other mners are mere collations

of matter from reports, with comments show-lu- g

the difficulties In getting at the facts from
the board measurement. Tjie papers will ex-
plain all that. I mean just what Is stated In
the papers and no more.

. Q. How long did It take .yon to ret this no!
A: It took a long time: For every contractor
j. naa hi go laroagn me wnoie list or contracts
and ascertain how many had been assigned, to
each and then to ascertain what had been nald
to him. ',1 had to go through all the list of pay--

Q. When do yoa commence that work? A.
Soon after the onranlzatloa of. this committee.

Vview oi bringing tt before this
committee? A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was made for the memorialists, with
a view of bringing It before this committee; a.
Yes. sir.' Q. Where Is Rawlins square? A. On New
Xork avenue, between Eighteenth and NlniV
tccntn streets.

Q. You measured what yoa have on your
diagram there?A- - ThtfUnniis nearlf mo

ram square: It only varies sllrttlv.
Q. Have yoa drawn the comparison la that

between the "actual measurement yoa made
and the amount reported for the work done
around Rawlins square! A. Yes,-- sir; that
shows It.

Q. What Is the difference between the two?
A. iney bare made tbe area of the roadway
more than double what It actually measures.

Q. Yoa say It made more than double; what
means did yoa have of finding out? Did yoa
get tbe same points and measure in the same
waythat the Government measure was made?
A. The curb surrounding it. That was the very
UCUUllQ 1U10. .

Q. There was no dispute about your measur
ing the same quantity that the Government en
cinecr measured! A. No. sir.

Q. Was any Government engineer with yoa
at the time you measured it! A. No, sir.

Q. Might not Jou have got some that was In
some other contract! A. It could not be, for
me reason mat, me euros were on mc whole
square.

Q. You say yoa measured from the curb?
A. x"es, sir.

Q. Did you measure from curb to curb, or
irom me insiae oi me Duiiaing unci several
streets' come Into Rawlins square; in measur-
ing what belonged to Rawlins square, did you
take the curb or the building line? A. I took
the curb surrounding Rawlins square. That
is a rectangular parallelogram.

q. Docs the curb go backtothebuildlng-Unc- ?

a, no, sir; it surrounds tne square ana comes
In contract with nothlnc else.

q. Do you mean the outside curb or the in-
side curb? A. I mean tho curb around Rawlin's
square.
- Q. Right around the square? A. Yes. sir.

q. And then you took the roadway adjoining
the curb? A. The roadway surrounds that.
For instance, the footway between the square
Itself lies between that square and the curb,
and the roadway laid outside of the curb, or
ociween mat euro ana me otner euro.

Q. Was this a measure of the roadway? A.
I measured that.

o. Now. in measurinc that roadway, that is
where they overestimated, In that roadway
around tne square! A. les, sir.

Mr. Jewett. I don't understand him to say
the whole work was overestimated.

Mr. Stewart. What he stated was double
was the roadway.

The Witness. Yes, the roadway was double.
Q. Now I want to know, In ascertaining that,

what points you took on the outside curb. Did
you go to the curb or did you go the building line
following in on the street? A. I was governed
by the curb surrounding that square. Wit
ness here explained to senator Stewart, oy
means of the diagram, his mode of measure
ment.!

the Government engineers have
been here, and I understood them to say that
in measuring around public squares I am not
talking of this square particularly that they
not only took the roadway around the square,
but so much of the roadway as would cp to the
building line around the' square running around
the ends of the streets. Now, take that one
(indicating on the diagram,) Instead of going
to that point, (indicating on the diagram,) you
would go to this point, (Indicating on the dia
gram!) A. Yes, sir. That was not explained
in their report, and ,1 see no. reason why it
should be so.

Mr. Stewart. Perhaps there is no reason for
It. But I simply wanted to see whether your
measurements were maae in me same way.

Q. As I understand you, In measuring this
you followed this curb without regard to the
building line. It would add considerable if
you went to the building line on each of these!
A. Oh, certainly. I went to the roadway.
Now, let me state just here, Rawlins square
is a rectancular parallelogram, of the width
and length "I have given. That is surrounded
by a t welvo-fo- footway, - which Includes the
width of a six-inc-h curb. That comes within
the twelve.feet. Around that Is a roadway. I
have thought all of It making no allowance
for Intersections of streets, but a full width of
ten reet on,cacn .slue

Mr. Stewart. My object In asking that was to
see whether this was a satisfactory way of get-
ting at It. Now we have selected an engineer,
and If there Is any dispute about Rawlins
square it seems to ms we can determine by
measurement any. such dispute. It occurs to
me that that wonld be a better way to settle
this matter. X dont believe this is the proper
way to get at mc tacts.

The Chairman."! don't think so either. And.
in this connection, I will ask the counsel for
the memorialists if -- Mr. Severson Is the en
gineer on whom they rely In making these
measurements 'Which they hare set out in
their specifications. "

Mr. Christy. There It another engineer
this matter came up anterior to his

employment, and before the committee an.
nounced to us that they would furnish an en-

gineer to act conjointly with our engineer, as
we had applied for.

The Chairman. I will say to counsel that we
will hand this computation on estimate of
Rawlins square to the gentleman who will acf
for the committee, and he will understand, I
trust, what is comprised within Rawlins
square,' and ascertain the actual measurement.
I think he can. verify ,it a great deal quicker,
and a great deal better, than we con by interro-
gating this witness. '

Mr. Merrick.' It strikes me that would be a
great deal better."

Mr. Stewart. It is very nrobable that the wit.
ness is entirely correct In his figures according
to tne cointa stated, ana he raiv nave taxen- r- 7 -
the right points. The engineers, however, can
ascertain tne lact in regard to mat matter.

Mr. Jewett. We think this paper Is not only
competent evidence, but very satisfactory evi
dence.

The Chairman. It Is now In evidence.
Mr. Jewett. That Is all right, thenr' I did not

know whether that was so or not.
The Chairman. All these'papcrs are to be

considered In evidence, and will bo examined
br thft committee.

ByMr.Bass! Q. I understand that these com-
putations on the other' paper are made, up In
a different way from that in which Bawlms
square was! A. Yes, sir.

Q. To take as an illustration: Here Is a pa-

per which Is Indorsed C. E. Evans' contracts?
Mr. Merrick. These are 'merely calculations

for the purpose of showing to the committee at
a single glance the amount of the contracts of
these different parties, as I understand It.

ByMr.Bass: Q. Yoa' hare- - collated here as
a book-keep- .and engineer the two combined

a statement of all the contracts which yon
find In the public report of the Board ot Public
Works, showing In the aggregate here' what the
contracts1 awarded to.CTe. Evans amounted
to. Amlrlghtl A. Yes. sir. "

Q. Yoa hare", then, collated-al- l' the items
which yoa find In the report to tbe treasurer of
the Board "of Public Words?of payments made
on account of those contracts? A. That is
rtffht: that was the' intention.

Q. And those,' you say;-- are, so far as yon un-

derstand It, entirely accurate accounts! A. Yes,

6. You ire familiarwith themethod of keep-

ing books, are jouJ A. Well, I am not a pro-

fessional r, but I understand Terr
well about keeping books.- - I keep.my own ac
counts.

Q. Yoa" are a dvll engineer?- - A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, Is what jou stated In regard to Mr.

C. E. Evans' contract true; also as regards
these other pspers that have been Introduced!
A.) Yes, sir.

r-Bass. I would suggest that these tapers
tnnrintedwlth the evidence. Somebody has
got to da this same kind of.work, and It seems
to me that these computations will be of great
assistance to the committee". Of. course If there
are :iny taKoarances they ca bo
poiaiea.Qiii. , .

(

Mr. SiewrV I will males this, runreetlon to
the cotsraltteeftlhal these ba prmud, and then
they can be passed over to the counsel oa the.
other side fbrexamteatloa by their hook-kesps-

and then If there shb?iKl turn oat to be a
figuring, wtf.ean hare that settled

be&ra they go laerkleace to form part of tho
resort.

Mr. Bass. I dont think we can try this case
In that way. This would be competent evidence
lnany court In tha world. A man has rlaht
to oU book-keepe-r, and to hare the account
presented as a portion of his evidence. There
is no other way to try this. case. It is compe-
tent testimony. If the figures given in ths
papers are Incorrect, they can be corrected.

1 Tint--- .. TV& mMtUinn At (fa aIXm
side will have no sort of upuoi tonlty to meet,
testimony of this kind unlets It Is printed. .

ina Chairman. All mesa papejrstiinys ,suo-mltt- cd

by Mr. 8eversdn will be printed.
MrrMattingly.-- We tindcritand'. they ara in

evidence..
MrWRson. They are. now offered la. evi-

dence, and by having them printed jcu can
have an opportunity to see what Is contaUed
in them.

Mr. Harrington. That Is fair."
, Mr. Mattlngly. We desire; then, to defer any

of this witness until we havo
fcapect-th- papers.
Yes:. we, think that Is proper

and wise. - a

Mr. Christy. I desire, before Mr. Severson
leaves the stand, to advise the committee of
the fact that Mr. Severson. is ths person who
made the collation of, the several exhibits at-
tached to our first charge, and If there be any
queitlon-.betwee- the gentlemen and ourselves
in regard to' their accuracy I would like to
have the proper questions propounded to the
witness now In regard to them.

The Chairman. You stated that the compu-
tations between your charges and specifications
were made by Mr. Severson.

Mr. Christy. Yes, sir. r
The Chairman. Yoa desire to examine him

with reference to those, computations unless
counsel on tho other sido admit their verity!

Mr. Christy. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. Have yon examined those?
Mr. Mattingly. I do not know to what he re-

fers.
Mr. Jewett. Do yoa expect to prove anything,

Mr. Christy, other than Mr. oeverson would
say that he measured and made these compu-
tations?

Mr. Christy. That is all.
Mr. Jewett. I suppose gentlemen wCl admit

ttit lift ipftJ tliem.
The Chairman, (to the witness:) Q. You did

make those computations in the charges of tha
memorialists! A. Yes, sir.

Mr. Merrick.-- I will" state that they are, the
three contracts of Lewis 8. Filbert, Lewis

and John O. Evans, from page 24 to
page 40, Inclusive, of the current report of this
committee. It is the collation made by Mr.
Severson.

The Chairman, (to the wltnessj) Q. Did you
mention those computlons? A. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Wilson: Q. Are they correct? A. I
believe they are. I have not compared ths)
exactly, but they have the appearance of being;
correct.

By the Chairman: Q. Do these papers just
submitted by Mr. Severson have reference to
those which you now are speaking of?

Mr. Christy. The contracts originally offered
In evidence were the contracts of Lewis S. Fil-
bert, John O. Evans, and Lewis Clepbane.
These are not those at all, excepting co far as
other contracts with these parties ramified into
those presented

Mr. Bass. They are additional counts, made
up In the same way, of different cantracts.

Mr. Mattlngly. in this connection I desire to
call the attention of the committee to one cir-
cumstance. It may cause Mr. Severson to be
a llttlo more accurate in his statements. In
this specification orexbibltofLewlsClepbane's
contracts his statement foots up tbe amount of
his. contracts as $313,000, and the amount of
payments $408,000. He has Included in these
payments work done on M street, which he has
not included In the contracts, the M street
pavement being done under the old corporation.

Mr. Bass. Mr. Mattingly, there are in these
accounts presented y what seem to be
discrepancies. The memorialists present these
as statements of an expert. Of course the
respondents will have the right, when they get
tho papers and have an opportnnltyto examine
them, to point out any inaccuracies. That is
the very object of having them printed, in
order that if there are any inaccuracies they
can be pointed out.

Mr. Mattingly. That will suit ns.
The papers submitted by Mr. Severson were

ordered by the committee to be printed with
the proceedings.

Mr. Christy. I understand that Mr. Hoban
des'res to make a correction of one of the
statements that he made on yesterday.

The Chairman. He can have the privilege
of doing so at this time; if he Is present, let
nun come forward.

initio:? b. rroDAH bccaixed.
Witness. I desire to state that yesterday t

was taken somewhat unawares, not being;
notified that I would be called upon, and I
mode one mistake In recard to the assessment
of the property on Fifteenth street, that Is, as
to the certificate being Issued against it. Thera
was a certificate Issued against the lot on G
street. I stated here that, to the best of my
belief, that certificate hod passed Into the First
National Bank of New York, and that we were
so notified by Mr. Cross. I find that the certifi-
cate was Issued against the lot on G street,
which was put In at the same time with the
application for old material. I had It mixed
up In that way. Being called here without
being duly summoned, and without having an
opportunity' to see the paper, I thus made tbe
mistake. But the fact Is the same. I have a
notice here from Mr. Cross to that effect. I
also desire to say that two applications for old
material were placed before the board; one as
early as January, 1ST3. The First National
Bank holds the certificate for the lot on G
street. Putting that In with the other one,
and being called here without being summoned,
and not having an opportunity to see the
papers, I was under the impression that It was
the Fifteenth street lot. I have here a notice,
and here Is the assessment of the sewer and
special taxes for both lots..

Mr. Christy. Mr. Fowler also desires to make
an explanation In regard to his testimony yes-
terday. I will state that I desire to extend his
examination into another matter, and while he
is making tho explanation that he wishes to I
will advise with the chairman about It. It Is a
matter that appears upon tbe record.

T. T. rOWXEH EXCALLZD.
By the Chairman, (at the suggestion of tho

memorialists:) Q. Do yoa wish to correct your
statement In any respect that was made yes-
terday? A. Only in referenca to the date. It
was in 1370, Instead of in 1871.

Q. In August? A. Yes, sir; I simply wish
to make a correction as regards the year.

The Chairman. Now, I am directed, Mr.
Fowler, to ask you about another matter. I
see here In our report, page 394, list of deposits
ofcontractors on account of the Board of Pub-
lic Works, the namo of T.T.Fowler for $1,000.
Did you make that deposit? A. No, sir.

Q. Also at another place, "T.T.Fowler.
$1,000, September 1 and September 21, 1871
and September 31, 1373." Did yoa make such
deposits? A. No, sir.

Q. Nor any one for you? A. No, sir.
Q. How did yoa refresh your memory as to

this date? A. The records of the paving com-
pany.

Mr. Christy. I think It Is due to Mr. Fowler
to say this. On yesterday he was brought on
the stand without having any opportunity to
refresh his recollection In regard to the data.

The Chairman. That is understood, of
course.

By Mr. Christy: Q. Did you give any author-
ity to any one to make this deposit for you?

The Chairman. He says he did not make It,
and no one made it for him.

By Mr. Christy: Q. Was any Information
given to yoa by anyone that these deposits
were maaei a. u is me lirs: time xeyer heard
of lt.--

The Chairman. I will say to you, Mr. Chris-
ty, that this young man who Kept the books
for Mr. Samuel Strong Is now here with ths
books the books haying reference to his eon-trac-ts.

Do yoa desire to call him?
Mr. Christy. Let him be called if It Is the

pleasure of the committee.
TESTWOxr or c. r. wtllabd.

C.F. Willard sworn.
By the' Chairman, (at the suggestion of

counsel for the memorialists:)
Q. Have you been engaged with Mr. Samuel

Strong; if so, In what capacity! A. As clerk.
Q. What were your duties as clerk? A.

Keeping his accounts for work.
Q. Did yoa make payments! A. My father

did; I, In connection with my father.
Q. Was your father a partner? A. Yes, sir.
Q. What book Is that yoa have here! A.

That Is an account of 81ash Run. B street. H
street, and New Hampshire avenue contracts.

I books were here nanaea to chairman.
Q. Were these'entrles made by you! A. Yes,

sir.
Q. Msde from time to time as the transac-

tions occurred? A.' Yes, sir.
Q. How often were payments made general-

ly? A. I think every week or every twa
weeks.

Q. Did yoa have chares of navmenta? A r
was wJthmy father at the Ume; he made tho
payments.

U. Were they nald in raoneT ot ? A
In money; but the checks were issued, anil the
money was procured on the checks. -

u. now Old you and yourJather. recelre tha
money with which to pay-the- bills? A.
From tha board usually; that Is, money was
deposited the "money that he got from the
board was deposited In the banks, and he drew
checks on It as he needed it.

V. Haye yoa these, check-book- s! A. No,
sir.

'Q. Who has them! A. Tprejurae. my fatho r
has;

Mr. Jewett. Those were the books Judge
Wilson called for.

The Chairman. Yes;, it teems these that hs
has are not tha ones wanted. Yoa can stand
aside. These ara mere books of account. They
are not what wo want . ,

isee rewtk fuse,
o:o zla i - . '
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